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AGENDA
Posting of Colors - Honor Guard
(Representatives of all agencies honored at Our Heroes Luncheon)

Pledge of Allegiance - Mason Dixon, Q105
National Anthem - Bradley Clark, Tampa Fire Rescue
Fallen Heroes Presentation – Agency Representatives
Moment of Silence
Invocation – Reverend Emile Hawkins, Florida Highway Patrol
2019 Our Heroes Presentation –
Mason Dixon, Q105 & Erica Riggins, Bay News 9
Lunch
2019 Coy L. Sykes memorial Scholarship Awards Presentation –
Emcee, John Thomas
Closing Remarks – Andrea Burnett Thomas, Our Heroes Luncheon Chair

We are a proud supporter of
OUR HEROES LUNCHEON
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THANKS TO OUR HONOR GUARD
Florida Highway Patrol: Corporal Justin Bloom, Trooper Kiomy Cruz
Hillsborough County Fire Rescue: Driver Engineer Norman Brown, Lieutenant JD Sucarichi
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office: Deputy J. Footman, Deputy Christopher Boatright
Plant City Fire Rescue: Driver Engineer Chris DeFrancesco
Plant City Police Department: Officer Dereir Hartmann
Tampa Fire Rescue: District Chief Oliver, Captain Bradford, Rescue Chief Tripp
Tampa Police Department: Officer Mike Townsend, Officer Chet Holden
Temple Terrace Fire Department: Firefighter Christopher Sayers
Temple Terrace Police Department: Officer Colby Diers
Tampa International Airport Police: Officer James Basnight
University of South Florida Police: Officer Ashley Unger
Bag Piper: Lieutenant Beth Baucomb – Tampa International Airport Police

OUR HEROES COMMITTEE
Chair – Andrea Thomas, Our Heroes Foundation and Sykes Enterprises, Incorporated
Officer Clem Fiol, Plant City Police Department
Division Chief Scott Murley, Temple Terrace Fire Department
Battalion Chief, Vince Kiffner, Plant City Fire Rescue
District Chief, John Oliver and Personnel Chief, Todd Alt, Tampa Fire Rescue
Sheriff Andrea Fleet, Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office
Lydia Pizarro, Tampa Police Department
Captain Mike Pridemore, Temple Terrace Police Department
Captain Kristina Quenneville, Florida Highway Patrol
Captain Meg Ross, USF Police Department
Captain Ann Walters, Tampa International Airport Police Department
Judge Samantha Ward, 13th Judicial Court
Vivian McIIrath, Hillsborough County Fire Rescue
Trace Kingham, Kingham Signature Events
Lori Martin, Kingham Signature Events
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THANK YOU TO OUR UNDERWRITER SPONSORS
COMMISSIONER

Susan & John Sykes

CHIEF

CAPTAIN

LIEUTENANT

SERGEANT
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THANK YOU TO OUR DEPUTY SPONSORS
David A. Straz Jr.
Center for the Performing Arts
Elevate, Inc
Florida Highway Patrol Auxiliary
Greater Temple Terrace
Chamber of Commerce
GTE Financial
Hillsborough County Fire Rescue Foundation

International Association of
Firefighters Local 754
Tampa Downtown Partnership
Tampa General Hospital
TECO an Emera Company
The Hirsch Group of Baird Inc.
Westshore Plaza

THANK YOU TO COMMUNITY SUPPORT
WHO HELPED MAKE THE LUNCHEON SPECIAL!
Hilton Tampa Downtown
Susan and John Sykes
Bradley Clark
Reverend Emile Hawkins
Mason Dixon
Erica Riggins
John Thomas
Jen Gniadek
Lori Martin

Trace Kingham
Our Heroes Volunteers
Tampa Bay Times
Lynn Cristina
Temple Terrace Women’s Auxiliary
DCE Productions
Suzanne Flowers
Melissa Gordon
Stanley Merchant
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Worth
Knowing.
Worth
Subscribing.
Proud Sponsor of the Our Heroes Foundation
PR94209

Thank you for 25 years of support.
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HEROES
Captain William Cobb
Hillsborough County Fire Rescue
Captain William Cobb began his career with Hillsborough County Fire Rescue
(HCFR) in 1996. During his career, he was promoted to Driver Engineer in
2009 and in 2013 was promoted to Captain. He is assigned to HCFR Station
3 in Summerfield Crossings area of Hillsborough County.
On March 19, 2018, fire and rescue units from Station 3 were dispatched in
the Riverview area for a shooting with multiple patients. Upon arrival, Captain
Cobb quickly realized the scene was still evolving with a working structure fire
and at least two shooting victims, and the suspected shooter still active in the area. After Sheriff’s deputies
secured the scene, he assigned his Driver Engineer to the Rescue unit to assist with patient care in preparing
a medical evacuation by helicopter. Despite having a short crew, they connected the apparatus to a hydrant,
pulled the attack lines, began an initial attack on the fire before additional crews arrived. Captain Cobb made
command decisions in a very chaotic scene that positively affected the outcome of one pediatric trauma alert,
protected his crew and quickly extinguished a residential structure fire. For this and other exceptional service,
Captain William Cobb was selected as the 2018 Chet Tharpe Firefighter of the Year.
Captain Cobb has been married to his wife, Robin, for 22 years. They have three daughters, Savannah, Allison
and Meghan.

Corporal Adam Lebovitz
Temple Terrace Police Department
Corporal Adam Lebovitz’s job performance in the year 2018 was nothing
short of outstanding. In addition to his supervisory duties, Adam consistently
strived to be one of the most productive members within our agency. His
self-initiated field activity was unrivaled month in and month out, making
him the leader in most proactive enforcement statistical categories.
In addition to serving on the department’s SWAT team, he serves as a liaison
to Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD), compiles departmental stats,
volunteers to train new officers and generates operations plans for traffic enforcement initiatives. He truly
embodies what it is to be a leader by motivating the officers on his squad and providing an environment that
allows others to flourish.
Corporal Lebovitz has a servant’s heart and strives to help those in distress without seeking accolades or
acknowledgment. Whether it be assisting a homeless person find shelter on a cold night or paying out of his
pocket to help a destitute individual have a warm meal, Adam does so because that is what servants do.
Corporal Lebovitz is a graduate of the University of Cincinnati. He has served the residents of Temple Terrace
for eight years and this is the second time he has been recognized as our Officer of the Year. He is a resident of
Hillsborough County and has a wife and two children.
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HEROES
Engineer Chris Damico
Temple Terrace Fire Department
Engineer Chris Damico began his career with the City of Temple Terrace Fire
Department as a volunteer in 2008 and would later go on to be hired in May
of 2009. Within five years, he earned the rank of Engineer and would soon
become involved in nearly every aspect of the department. He is a longstanding member of the department’s Honor Guard unit as well as having
served as the vice chairman of the pension board since 2013. His capabilities
as a fire service professional have earned him much recognition over the
years, but it is his compassion and selfless dedication to his community and
fellow first responders that truly sets him apart. In 2015, Engineer Damico was instrumental in founding the
Temple Terrace Firefighters Benevolent Association. Now serving as its president, Engineer Damico has helped
partner the association with several local charities including the Apple a Day Foundation, the Buddy Baseball
League of Tampa Bay, Tampa Fire Museum Charities, and its own members dealing with cancer.
As a Tampa native, Engineer Damico has chosen to use the emergency services profession as a platform to
reach out into his community and help those in need. While still relatively young in his career, he has managed
to touch the lives of so many people.
Engineer Damico is a loving husband to his wife Kimberly and father to their daughter Sophia. We are proud to
honor him as Temple Terrace Fire Department’s 2018 Firefighter of the Year.

Law Enforcement Deputy of the Year Detective Sarah Ernstes
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office
On June 6, 2017, there was a drive-by shooting at the Get-N-Go located on
Rideout Road. A passenger of a blue Chevrolet sedan opened fire into a crowd
of people standing in front of the store. Three people were struck, one of
which was bound to a wheelchair. With the assistance of the entire District V
Investigations Unit, the firearm used in the shooting was recovered along with
the cell phones of the potential suspects. After obtaining 14 search warrants,
and a nearly yearlong investigation, Detective Ernstes was able to place two
subjects in the vehicle that was used, in the area of the shooting, and in
possession of the firearm that was used. The subjects were ultimately charged with Attempted Murder (times 3).
Detective Ernstes investigated another shooting that occurred on May 4, 2018. The victim was shot three times
and sustained non-life threatening injuries. Detective Ernstes found video surveillance of the shooting which
showed the suspect exiting an unknown make/model SUV. Detective Ernstes spent several days showing
the video of the SUV to car dealerships until a mechanic at the Mitsubishi dealership identified the SUV as an
Outlander. Detective Ernstes was able to identify an associate of the only registered owner of an Outlander in
the area who matched the description of the suspect. The suspect was ultimately identified by the victim and
arrested for Attempted Murder.
Detective Ernstes is being recognized for her patience, dedication and investigative techniques to solidify the
charges on these individuals in these cases who are proven to be a danger in our community. Her performance
far exceeds a detective with her tenure.
Detective Ernstes began her career with the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office on January 23, 2011 and was
assigned to District IV for her first six years. She was promoted to Detective on May 8, 2017, and she is currently
assigned to the District V Investigations Unit. Detective Ernstes has been married to Jeremy Ernstes for 13 years.
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HEROES
Reserve Deputy of the Year Reserve I Deputy Robert L. “Bob” Grant
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office
Robert L. “Bob” Grant grew up in the Mohawk Valley in Upstate NY.
He enlisted in the USAF and was stationed at Macdill, where he met Elna.
They were married in 1966. He returned to Tampa and was in the first FDLE/
CJST Auxiliary Academy in Florida in 1972. He was promoted to Sergeant and
Lieutenant. He corporately was transferred to Atlanta where he started one
of the first Reserve Programs in Georgia with the Gwinnett County Sheriff’s
Office and was appointed as a Major.
Bob returned to Florida and went to another Academy in 1992 and became a Reserve II Deputy functioning
in Aviation, Patrol and Training until he went full time with the Sheriff’s Office in 1999. Bob served in Patrol,
Traffic Homicide, Training, Street Crimes, and Court Operations and was appointed a Corporal in 2009. Bob
retired in 2013 and became a Reserve I Deputy and now oversees all Reserve I and Reserve II academies, inservice and training.
Bob served in the Air Force, Georgia and Florida Army National Guard and retired as an E-8 Master Sergeant
in 1998. He is a graduate of the Business University of Tampa (1970, AAS Computer Programming), the
University of Tampa (1974 , Business and Criminology), Troy State University (2002, Masters in Public
Administration) and the United States Army Sergeants Academy, (1993).

Detention Deputy of the Year –
Deputy Lauren Prohenza
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office
Deputy Prohenza is a conscientious deputy who pays close attention to her
area of supervision. She ensures order and compliance are maintained by the
inmates in her pod. Due to her keen awareness to her surroundings, she was
able to act swiftly in assisting an inmate in distress.
On August 3, 2018, Deputy Prohenza was assigned to pod 6-Charlie at the
Falkenburg Road Jail. While conducting breakfast feeding, Deputy Prohenza
overheard an inmate state, “She is choking”. In assessing the situation, Deputy Prohenza recognized that the
inmate was choking and initiated a signal 67 via the radio. She then began to perform the Heimlich maneuver.
After three sharp upward thrusts to the inmate’s abdomen, the particle became dislodged from the inmate’s
throat and she began to breathe normally. Deputy Prohenza’s quick response potentially saved the inmates life.
Deputy Prohenza demonstrates professionalism and dedication to the care, custody and control of all
inmates. She also maintains a calm demeanor in stressful and/or emergency situations.
Deputy Prohenza began her career with the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office on March 19, 2017, and was
assigned to Female Housing at the Falkenburg Road Jail. Deputy Prohenza is a Tampa native who has been
married to Deputy Daniel Hernandez for over one year.
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HEROES
Master Trooper Daniel Cole
Florida Highway Patrol
On January 16, 2019, Trooper Cole, while working the overnight shift and
stopped at an intersection witnessed a horrific accident. A vehicle crossed into
the path of a motorcycle ridden by a young father. The motorcyclist could not
avoid striking the vehicle and was thrown from his bike, landing in the median
nearby.
Trooper Cole responded immediately to aid the motorcyclist. Trooper Cole
ran to him and immediately assessed his condition, noticing that his leg had
been severed. He retrieved a tourniquet from his patrol car. While applying the tourniquet to the biker’s right
leg, Trooper Cole noticed that the left leg was also severed. Trooper Cole instructed a bystander to retrieve his
second tourniquet and applied it to the other leg. While waiting seven minutes for EMS to arrive, he calmly
spoke with the biker in order to keep him conscious.
Two weeks later, Trooper Cole came upon another perilous scene. A vehicle overturned, trapping the
passengers. The driver’s arm was badly wounded and severely bleeding. Trooper Cole now carried a tourniquet
on his belt, which he used to stanch the bleeding, while elevating and applying pressure to the driver’s arm
until EMS arrived. In both cases, emergency room physicians affirmed that Trooper Cole’s quick, decisive
actions saved the motorists’ lives.
Trooper Cole has been with the FHP for 20 years and has served as a Field Training Officer, training 42 recruit
Troopers. He is married with two children.

Tampa Bay Buccaneers are proud to support Our First
Responders and the 25th annual Our Heroes Luncheon
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HEROES
Sergeant Mark Aristizabal
University of South Florida Police Department
Sergeant Mark Aristizabal began his Law Enforcement career with the University
of South Florida Police Department in April of 2008. He has accepted various
assignments throughout his eleven-year career serving as Accreditation Officer,
Bicycle Officer, Tactical Response Team Member, CPR Instructor, Emergency Vehicle
Operations Instructor and RAD Instructor. Sergeant Aristizabal has had many
achievements within the past year. He was vital in developing the CORE (Community
Outreach and Enforcement Section) into an active section that includes new and
enhanced programming for our community, including additional programming and
visibility in the residential areas. He was also vital in creating new processes and efficiencies for law enforcement staffing
of special events.
Sergeant Aristizabal displays a high level of flexibility. This flexibility provides the framework for success in providing
services to our community through the CORE officers, USF Health officers as well as special events. Sergeant Aristizabal
often puts in extended hours, changes schedules, or cancels time off in order to see something through. He is always
accessible and eager to assist in any capacity. He has a strong work ethic and is a team player. He fosters a team dynamic
in CORE and is cognizant of his employee’s personal and professional goals. Sergeant Aristizabal completes all of his
responsibilities in furtherance of student success. He continues to be a valuable member of the agency and constantly
provides a positive influence to the men and women who serve at the USF Police Department.
Sergeant Aristizabal was nominated and selected by his peers as the 2018 Officer of the Year for the USF Police
Department. Despite all current responsibilities, Sergeant Aristizabal manages to find time to spend with his wife of seven
years and two young children.

Today’s a great
day to make
Tampa Bay a
greater place.

PNC supports those who serve the common good of
their community. That’s why we are proud to be a
part of Our Heroes Luncheon, honoring our local heroes.
©2019 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.
PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC
CON PDF 0618-0106
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HEROES
Driver/Engineer Jimmy Riley
Plant City Fire Rescue
Jimmy Riley who has been with Plant City Fire Rescue for almost 15 years,
and was recently promoted to the rank of Driver/Engineer, is one of those
warrior firefighters. In March of 2018 he was diagnosed with Glioblastoma
Multiforme.
For many individuals that would have been the end of a career. With
uncertainty looming, D/E Riley did just the opposite, he fought. He fought
every day to hold back the pain and emotions attempting to stay positive and
move in a forward direction for himself and his wife and young daughter.
Since that day, D/E Riley has gone through surgery, the recovery process, the daily medications and the
continued treatment. He returned to duty in September of 2018. D/E Riley is deserving of this award for
many reasons. On top of his immaculate strength, he is a teacher of those of lower rank with less years on the
job and he is a constant guide to those who don’t know how to achieve a task. Riley is a brilliant medic with
patient care unlike any other. Riley shows up to work every day in order to be the best and encourage those
around him to do their best.

Sergeant Michael M. Ward
Plant City Police Department
Fifteen years ago Sergeant Ward responded to a house with reported
domestic problems. During the investigation Sergeant Ward met the victim,
a young woman who was the daughter of a drug addict. Due to the father’s
addiction problems the young woman had given up and was on the verge of
going down a dark path in her life due to the circumstances at home.
Recognizing the agonizing pain the young woman was going through,
Sergeant Ward went beyond his duties and presented the young woman with
a new path of hope. He provided the compassion and guidance during their interaction that would define the
rest of her life. During this brief time and unbeknownst to Sergeant Ward, this interaction changed the life of
this young woman.
After that night Sergeant Ward never had contact with the young woman again. Recently (fifteen years after
the encounter) the young woman reached out through social media. She wanted to thank Sergeant Ward for
his compassion and guidance that night fifteen years ago. Without his help she most definitely would not be
living the life she is today. The young woman explained that due to Sergeant Ward’s compassion she went
on from that night and started a loving family. Along with her family she was also able to start a prominent
business venture that is well known in Plant City.
Sergeant Michael Ward has been with the Plant City Police Department for sixteen years. Sergeant Ward has
held numerous roles. During his tenure he has been assigned as a patrol officer, field training officer, detective
and now currently as a patrol shift sergeant. Sergeant Ward was also a proud member of the U.S. Coast Guard
Reserve for 24 years and retired as a Gunners Mate Chief Petty Officer. Sergeant is married to his wife Kelly
and they have daughter, Morgan.
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HEROES
Officer Jimmie Bizzle
Tampa International Airport Police Department

At age 14, an intruder tried to break into Officer Bizzle’s family home and this
gave Jimmie his first intimate contact with law enforcement. The assistance
and comfort law enforcement provided to Jimmie and his family, sparked his
desire for public service work.
Jimmie served in the United States Army for a total of five years on active
and reserve duty. After his honorable discharge, Jimmie worked in the private
sector but felt compelled to enter law enforcement. Jimmie completed the
police academy at Polk Community College in 1999.
After obtaining his certification in law enforcement, he began his career as an officer with the Bartow Police
Department from 1999 to 2006. He joined the Lake Wales Police Department as a police officer from 2006 to
2009. In 2010, Jimmie joined Tampa International Airport Police Department (TIA PD).
In his career with the TIA PD, Jimmie has worked as a Field Training Officer and a member of the SRT team.
Jimmie is a member of the Derrick Brook Charities Foundation serving as a volunteer mentor. Jimmie is
involved with the Teen Summit, where teens meet on Mondays to listen to speakers on topics meant to
develop life skills. Jimmie’s involvement with the teens also provides an opportunity for teens to interact
with law enforcement helping to develop a better relationship with police. Jimmie is a member of the Tampa
Homeless Initiative where he is actively involved with outreach to the homeless community. Jimmie was
recently nominated as the Tampa Homeless Initiative committee Co-chair. He also works on the committee
for the Florida Office of Attorney General National Conference on Preventing Crime.
In his spare time, Jimmie is working to secure his B.S. in Homeland Security and Public Safety. Jimmie is a
loving husband to his wife of 10 years and devoted father to his eight-year-old daughter Jamison.

Firefighter Luigi Young
Tampa Fire Rescue

Firefighter Luigi Young has been with Tampa Fire Rescue for five years. His
first assignment was on Engine 10 at 20 years old. Becoming a firefighter
was not always his plan though. Luigi had originally planned on finishing his
electrical engineering degree and becoming an engineer, but he had been
exposed to this career from an early age through the explorer program, led
by Captain Pat Forward. During a summer semester break from engineering
classes at USF, he enrolled into the EMT program and realized he had a
passion.
Over the past five years, Luigi has been assigned to a total of three stations: Station 10, Station 18 and
currently Station 13. During his short career he has successfully earned an A.S degree in Emergency Medical
Services, and additional certifications in hazmat, fire inspector I and Paramedic of Record.
On the morning of December 26,2017, after a busy Christmas day at Station 13, Firefighter Luigi Young
was getting much needed rest. His family awoke him with shouts that the neighbor’s house was on fire.
Luigi raced to the house and entered the burning structure, without any safety equipment, to search for his
neighbor. He crawled towards the kitchen, but couldn’t find his neighbor. Firefighter Young left the structure,
but his neighbors insisted that the homeowner was still inside. Firefighter Young then re-entered the burning
structure, crouched down below layers of smoke and was able to locate his neighbor. Firefighter Young threw
him over his shoulder and brought him out to safety. The man had suffered smoke inhalation, yet managed to
state, “Save my dogs.” For a third time, Firefighter Young went into the house and searched for the dogs, but
was forced to exit due to worsening conditions.
When Hillsborough County Fire Rescue arrived, Firefighter Young gave the Incident Commander a full report,
the location of the fire, two dogs were still inside, and he even secured a hydrant for water. If these acts of
bravery weren’t enough, when Fire Rescue brought the dogs out, Firefighter Young and his mother performed
CPR on the two dogs. While performing CPR he was made aware of two birds on the back porch, which he
was able to rescue. Due to his bravery and valor, the life of his neighbor was saved.
Firefighter Luigi Young exemplifies the bravery, courage and strength of a Tampa Firefighter.
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HEROES
Detective Scott A. Savitt
Tampa Police Department - Officer of the Year

Detective Scott Savitt’s extensive knowledge of electronic devices and his
tenacious pursuit of justice led to the arrest of two violent and prolific offenders
who traveled along the west coast of Florida committing home invasions for the
better part of a year.
In April 2018, two suspects, armed with an AR-15, committed a home invasion.
While one of the suspects ransacked the house, the second asked questions about
the victim’s son. The suspects fled when they didn’t find the money they believed
the son had. A short time later, the suspects called the son on his personal cell
phone, demanding $4,000. They said they knew where he worked, who he was dating and where he lived.
Detective Savitt located surveillance video showing the suspects fleeing in a black Chevrolet Impala, and more video
that captured the license plate. A records search revealed the owner of the Impala was linked to a 2017 home invasion
in Hillsborough County. On May 5, 2018 the occupied Impala was stopped in New Tampa. The car and two cell
phones were seized. In addition, a .223 caliber casing was found in the car. The two occupants were detained.
Detective Savitt worked to link these subjects to the victim and her son, developing a comprehensive list of their
criminal associates. One associate was a co-worker of the son, another was the co-worker’s girlfriend. Detective Savitt
prepared photo lineups and the victim immediately identified one suspect as the one who held her at gunpoint, and
the second as the one who ransacked her son’s bedroom.
A review of records revealed multiple people conspiring to commit home invasions and extortions in jurisdictions
from Pasco County to Broward County. Detective Savitt authored more than 30 search warrants and subpoenas to
identify, and hold accountable, everyone involved in these incidents.

Hillsborough County Fire Fighters
Local 2294

Just like the citizens we serve every day, we are husbands and fathers,
wives and mothers, sons and daughters. We are dedicated to making our
community a better place, both on and off duty. Hillsborough County Fire
Fighters is a non-proﬁt labor organization that represents the employees of
Hillsborough County Fire Rescue. Our members proactively seek, on both
a local and state level, changes that will improve the lives of the citizens we
service and the working conditions of those whose duty it is to serve you.
We are the dedicated men and women who are on the front-line
24/7/365.
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HEROES
Reserve Officer John P. Kendall
Tampa Police Department
Reserve Officer of the Year
Since joining the Reserve Force nearly three years ago, John Kendall has
volunteered over 1100 hours—the equivalent of six years of service—of his
personal time to work most of the city’s major events and other special
requests. His enthusiasm and participation in developing a statewide
certification exam for reserve officers has caught the eye of law enforcement
agencies throughout the state.
While working assignments at the Tampa Convention Center and Amalie
Arena, Reserve Officer Kendall noticed the pedestrian signaling was not functioning in sync with the traffic
control signals. This imbalance caused a delay and confusion with citizens attempting to cross the street.
Kendall met with traffic engineering to discuss his observations and provided recommendations to make the
pedestrian crossing more efficient. Kendall’s plan was well received and his suggestions were implemented
making for a much safer traffic and pedestrian experience.
Kendall’s volunteerism and compassion goes beyond the police department. Every year he volunteers his
time as a guardian for veterans on the annual 9/11 Honor Flight to Washington D.C. John pays $400 out of
his own pocket for this privilege, and has 21 tasks that he must fulfill. These tasks include ensuring that the
veteran assigned to him gets on and off the plane safely, that they take their medicine, assistance in going
to the restroom and ensuring that they eat and stay hydrated. This type of unselfish commitment is just one
example of how John Kendall lives his life and performs his duty as a TPD reserve officer.
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SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Katherine Delk Hillsborough County Fire Rescue
Katie Delk is a senior in the International Baccalaureate Program at
Hillsborough High School in Tampa, Florida and will graduate with a 6.2
grade point average. For four years, Katie has been on the Hillsborough High
School newspaper staff as a reporter and photographer and a staff writer for
hhstoday.com. As a senior, she is Copy Editor of the Red & Black publication.
Additionally, she holds leadership roles in several community advocacy
organizations. At Hillsborough, she is the Co-President of the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes, and is a leader in both First Priority club and her youth
group at Lake Magdalene United Methodist Church.
With the Lake Magdalene Methodist Church Youth Group, she has attended six mission trips in the
communities in and near Asheville, NC. She has served at the Veteran’s Restoration Quarters and GreenWorks
in Asheville, and the Home for Children and the YMCA Assembly in Black Mountain.
Throughout her life, music has been a constant and she can be found jamming to some oldies in her sparse
spare time. On a more serious note, she sings alto with the Lumina Youth Choirs and is in both Stele, the
advanced women’s choir and Voci, the smaller and more selective ensemble.
Along with her dad, Katie is a black belt in Kung Fu. She has practiced Kung Fu for six years and plans to
continue with martial arts during college.
At the University of Florida, she will attend the College of Journalism and Communications where she hopes
to amplify people’s voices and spread awareness in an effort to lessen ignorance.
Katie is the daughter of Training Chief Bruce Delk and his wife, Kim.

Elizabeth Covais Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office
Elizabeth Covais is a senior at Freedom High School in Tampa, Florida. She
lives in Lutz, with her little brother, Sean Covais, her father, Deputy Toby
Covais and her mother, Holly Covais. Elizabeth participated in the DECA club,
she was on the swim team, she was part of Suncoast Credit Union’s student
run branch and was in student government as her 10th grade class vice
president. She will graduate with a weighted GPA of 7.1 and an unweighted
GPA of 3.7. She has been taking AP classes since ninth grade and started
dual enrollment in eleventh grade. During her senior year, she started early
admissions at Hillsborough Community College where she has taken five
classes per semester for the past year. This will allow Elizabeth to graduate high school third in her class, with
an Associate’s Degree in Business.
Elizabeth is also involved in her community. She has been in girl scouts since kindergarten and has
participated in fundraising events for local charities which are dear to her, such as the leukemia lymphoma
society, The Children’s Cancer Center, pediatric Cancer Foundation, and 1voice.
Elizabeth has not yet decided on which university she would like to attend but, has narrowed it down between
University of South Florida and University of Central Florida as she has been accepted into both. She plans to
major in actuarial science.
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SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Joseph Pineda Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office

Joseph Pineda is a senior at Land O’ Lakes High School in Land O’ Lakes,
Florida, and will graduate with a 4.67 grade point average. In his time at
LOLHS, Joseph balanced his rigorous course load in the International
Baccalaureate program as well as his many extracurricular activities. Joseph
was the president of the Junior State of America, as well as Chief of Staff of
the Southeast, a position in which he led officers from five US states. Joseph
also served as the president of Spanish National Honor Society and Team
Captain of Science Olympiad. Additionally, Joseph ran varsity Track and
Cross Country, qualifying for the state competition in both sports on several
occasions.
Joseph has been accepted to the University of Pennsylvania where he plans to study Business Economics and
Public Policy at the Wharton School of Business.
Joseph is the son of Lieutenant Joseph Maurer and wife, Indira.

Madyson Winters Tampa Fire Rescue
Madyson Winters is a graduating senior at Brooks DeBartolo Collegiate High
School in Tampa, Florida. She is the salutatorian of her class with an 8.0
weighted and a 4.0 unweighted grade point average. With taking honors and
advanced placement classes, Madyson has also achieved her Associate of
Arts degree though dual enrollment at Hillsborough Community College.
In addition to coursework, Madyson has been involved in numerous
extracurricular activities inside and outside of school. She is the president
of Mu Alpha Theta, public relations chair of Rho Kappa, and a member of
National Honor Society and Science National Honor Society. Also, she is the captain of her varsity cheerleading
team. When Madyson is outside of school, she volunteers at Tampa Parks and Recreation and the Florida
Aquarium. In addition, she works at a gymnastics facility as a gymnastics instructor to children of all ages.
Madyson is planning to attend the University of South Florida to major in advertising.
Madyson is the daughter of Firefighter/Paramedic Sergio Leon and wife, Jennifer Leon.
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SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Madeline Krantz Tampa International Airport Police Department
Madeline Krantz is graduating from The Hillsborough County Home Education
Program with a GPA of 4.6. At the age of four, Madeline tested at a second-grade
academic level, and soon after she started the homeschool program. Madeline
excelled above her grade level in all of her classes, despite the obstacles she
had to overcome with a mother who was always sick. At the age of 15, Madeline
entered her first classroom as a dual enrolled high school student at Hillsborough
Community College. Madeline, who just turned 17 two weeks ago, is graduating
Summa Cum Laude with her High School Diploma and her Associate of Arts
degree.
At an early age, it was clear that Madeline also had a heart to help others. She continues to encourage and
mentor with kindness. In her spare time, Madeline spends many mornings volunteering at ECHO, a center where
families in need can go for food and clothing. She also dedicates two days a week to leading bible studies for
groups of girls at Bay Life Church. During her summer and winter breaks, Madeline devotes her time to going on
mission trips, including working with Samaritan’s Purse to help hurricane victims.
Madeline will begin Nursing School this fall at Hillsborough Community College, then transfer to USF to earn a
Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing. Once that is completed, Madeline plans to get her Master’s Degree and work as a
Nurse Practitioner in the NICU.
Madeline is the daughter of Corporal Stephen Krantz of the Tampa International Airport Police Department and
wife, Lacie.

Hanna Barton Tampa Police Department
Hana Barton is a senior at Sunlake High School in Land O Lakes, Florida
and will graduate top ten in her class with a 4.5 weighted grade point
average. Hanna has taken numerous honors, AP and dual enrollment classes
throughout the past four years. She was a member of student government,
math honor society and National Honor Society. Additionally, Hanna has
spent the past several years volunteering with the YMCA working with
summer camp and the adaptive special needs program to cumulate almost
200 volunteer hours.
Hanna is very involved in athletics as she was a competitive gymnast for eight years, and is now a swimmer
that has competed at the state, regional and national level. She was team captain of the Sunlake High School
swim team, and is a two-time Florida High School State Champion. Hanna will swim Division One at the
University of South Carolina as part of the Southeastern Conference.
Hanna will be attending the University of South Carolina where she will major in Broadcast Journalism. She
has also been accepted into the school’s Capstone Scholar’s Program, and will head to Columbia to begin
classes this summer.
Hanna is the daughter of Officer David Barton and wife, Kirsten.
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SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Whitnee Anderson Tampa Police Department
Whitnee Anderson is a senior at Bishop McLaughlin Catholic High School,
in Pasco County, Florida. She will graduate with a 3.9 grade point average.
Whitnee has continuously challenged herself by taking Honors, AP and
Dual-Enrollment classes. She has taken an active role in her school’s
Student Government Association, serving as a school ambassador, a class
representative and the Executive Historian. In addition to academics, Whitnee
has been a high school athlete and was a member of the swim team and
track team all four years, and served as co-captain of both teams this year.
She also played on the soccer team two of her four years.
Whitnee has shown commitment and dedication as a leader in her school and community volunteering
to assist students with special needs in the Special Olympics, Buddy Baseball and as an in-class ESE
instructional assistant.
Whitnee will attend the University of Central Florida, where she plans to major in Nursing to become a
Nurse Practitioner.
Whitnee’s father is, Tampa Police Officer Perry Anderson, and her mother is Nikki Anderson.

Craig Murley Temple Terrace Fire Rescue
Craig Murley is a senior at Tampa Catholic High School, and will graduate
with a 3.98 grade point average. Craig was dually enrolled at Hillsborough
Community College during his junior and senior years. He has been a
member of the Tampa Catholic crew team since freshman year, rowing in
the Fall Season Head Races and the Spring Season Sprints all four years of
high school. He is a member of the National Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta
Honor Society, National English Honor Society, Rho Kappa Honor Society, and
Science National Honor Society. He has volunteered over 150 hours at the St.
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry in Temple Terrace, packing and delivering food
boxes to serve the needs of the marginalized.
Craig has been accepted at the University of South Florida where he plans to major in Biomedical Sciences.
His long-term goal is to become a psychiatrist in order to help first responders and veterans, making a positive
difference in the mental health of those who help others.
Craig is the son of Division Chief Scott Murley and wife, Andrea.
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Our Heroes Luncheon
honored toOur
continue
our thanks.
Their badgeWeofarecourage.
heartfelt
support of Law Enforcement,
Firefighters and other
Emergency Response Personnel
of Hillsborough County for their
unwavering dedication to making
our lives and our community better.
Thank you, to you and your family,
for your courage and sacrifice.

SUSAN & JOHN SYKES
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Every interaction is a
moment of truth. At
SYKES, we get that.
That’s why we’re proud to
recognize the men and women
of Hillsborough County’s law
enforcement and fire rescue.

Thank You.
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We Proudly Support

Our Heroes Foundation
“

A hero is somebody who voluntarily walks into the unknown.
— Tom Hanks

”

At the Gonzmart Family Of
Restaurants, we live and breathe
history, heritage and community.
Our fourth- and fifth-generation family
business applauds our Tampa Bay Heroes.
We remember those Heroes who made the
ultimate sacrifice to protect us as we also
recognize and celebrate their colleagues
who continue to serve with bravery and
selflessness. And we thank them for this.

Ybor City, Tampa • 2117 E. 7th Ave. • 813-248-4961 • ColumbiaRestaurant.com
St. Armands Circle, Sarasota • Historic District, St. Augustine • Sand Key, Clearwater Beach
Celebration, Orlando Area • Cafe, Tampa Riverwalk • Cafe, Tampa International Airport

1601 W. Swann Ave., Tampa, FL 33606
Tampa International Airport, Concourse C
goodygoodyburgers.com | 813-308-1925

417 St. Armands Circle,
Sarasota, FL 34236
chacha-coconuts.com | 941-388-3300

1810 N. Highland Ave., Tampa, FL 33602
Tampa International Airport, Concourse C
ulele.com | 813-999-4952

22

Our Heroes Luncheon 2019 Program Book.indd 22

5/18/19 9:27 PM

OUR HEROES LUNCHEON

Their badge of courage. Our heartfelt thanks.

Thank you for what you do for us
each and every day.

The New York Yankees are proud to support you!
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